EARLY   YEARS
Wotton, his mother being dangerously ill, following
on the death of his sister Elizabeth Darcy in child-
birth,, whose husband Edward Darcy he describes as
"the worst of men.5* We get in his note for that year,,
written,, as all these early notes were, several years
later, an account of his mother's death-bed,, at which
all her children were present, and each was given a
ring with her blessing. It is the first example of his
talent for writing obituary eulogies with all the
profusion of epithets and expressions of woe typical
of the epitaphs of the century he lived in. He makes
no attempt at faithfully recollecting the impression,
the scene made on him as a boy of fifteen, who for
years had seen little or nothing of his mother except
on occasional visits; but he writes rather what would
be expected of a dutiful son about a pious and
exemplary mother* She was buried at Wotton on
October 3rd, "at night, but with no mean ceremony/'
After a couple of months John returned to school.
He remained at Lewes for another eighteen months,
comfortably housed with the Newtons, profiting but
little perhaps from his lessons with Snatt at the
Grammar school, but imbibing unconsciously from
his surroundings an appreciation of natural beauty
and historical associations which no other place
could have given him better. Seven to seventeen are
susceptible years in a boy's life, and easily is lie
attracted or repelled by his surroundings- Tills little
country town, even now unspoilt, can never be
deprived of its beautiful situation, perched as it is on
its hill on the bank of the Ouse, just where that river
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